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THE BACKGROUND 
 

Over the last three decades, starting with the Treaty of the European 
Union enshrining in European law the principle of subsidiarity2, cities 
have emerged as key actors with the power to influence 
and shape the policy process at EU level and as one of 
the primary site of stakeholders engagement.  
 
Urban systems represent the engines of the economy, boosting 
growth, creating jobs, favoring innovation and interaction, enhancing 
the competitiveness of countries and regions at global level. Cities are 
the places where resource constraints are most acute, and where 
inequalities, social imbalances and conflicts express.  
 
For these reasons, they are a site of choice to address some of these 
challenges. As complex and responsive contexts, urban systems are 
indeed privileged hotspots to activate policies, programmes and 
projects to concretely address such inequalities.  
 
With European Union urban areas collecting more than 3/4 of the 
population (80% by 2050) and the 73% of all jobs3, the importance 
of urban policy-making and citizen participation processes as means 
to strengthen, promote and generate European values and as concrete 
contexts where to fight populisms and enhance democratic 
participation should not be underestimated. 
 
Moreover, targeting issues as poverty, segregation, unemployment 
and immigration has often become an urban policy matter. Within 
the European Union, the role of cities in the future 
sustainable development of the Member States and their 
citizens has been a matter of reflection and debate for a 
long time (see for example, Leipzig Charter on Sustainable EU 

                                                 
2
 Fabbrini, F. (2016) ‘The Principle of Subsidiarity’, SSRN Electronic Journal. doi: 

10.2139/ssrn.2781845. 
3
 For more facts and figures on European cities see Nabielek K. et al. (2016), Cities in 

Europe. PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, The Hague  
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Cities - may 2007; Toledo meeting on Urban Development - june 
2010; Riga declaration towards the EU Urban Agenda- june 2015). 
These reflections have led to the first Urban Agenda for the 
European cities also called the Pact of Amsterdam4 by the name of 
the European city where it was agreed on 30 May 2016 at the 
Informal Meeting of EU Ministers Responsible for Urban Matters.  
 
Aimed at promoting cooperation between Member States, cities, the 
EU Commission and other stakeholders, the Pact presents itself as a 
working method, an ongoing process of collective learning (and 
framing) how to exploit the growth potential of cities, to foster a more 
balanced and sustainable development process, to tackle social 
changes, stimulating innovation.  
 
Based on 12 Priority Themes and 11 cross-cutting issues (see section II 
of the pact), the Pact involves key EU actors at many levels, asking 
them to work in partnership in a bottom-up approach, focused on 
concrete locally based study cases exemplifying bottlenecks and 
potentials. 
 

CITY AGENCIES AND THE SPATIAL 
PLANNING PROCESS  
 
Many urban authorities in the European Community support 
organizations (City Agencies, Local Development Agencies, Urban 
Think Tanks, Urban Innovation Hubs, Urban Laboratories, Living Labs, 
etc.) playing an explicit connection role within their 
territorial systems. Though with different bindings and 
relationships with the Public authorities, multiple roles and placements 
in the urban political process (problem-problem setting, advocacy, 
policy setting and implementation, etc.), different institutional nature, 
these kind of organizations have spread in the EU, acquiring diverse 
characters according to the local contexts they belong to.  
The record on the existing city agencies shows that their size 
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(financial, physical – having a public space or not-, by number of 
workers, etc.), affiliation (public bodies, quasi-public, NGOs, etc.) 
and legal/administrative nature (private, public, NGOs, etc.) are not 
significantly influencing the scope and the objectives of activating 
such an urban practice. 
 
The crucial issue is the methodology and how the different local 
context shape and (rather) institutionalize practices, approaches and 
actions committed to generate the conditions, the space and the 
interest on policy controversies and critical urban issues, nurturing 
and supporting the local debate, involving people and 
organizations, producing translational knowledge, 
bridging and linking different social groups.  
 
Mainly - and traditionally - rooted in the spatial and urban policy 
making processes, CA currently perform a variety of activities 
(information, planning support, participatory practices, city branding, 
economic development, advocacy, etc.), enjoying a privileged 
position between top-down policies and bottom-up 
initiatives, but still missing a close relationship with the 
EU level.  
 
Often contributing to directly shape the spatial planning process as an 
implementation tool (dialoguing with citizens, organizations, business 
and knowledge institutions, public authorities), CA help generate new 
governance models, shared knowledge, social and relational 
resources (dialoguing with citizens, organizations, business and 
knowledge institutions, public authorities). 
 
In some cities one of the main missions of CA is becoming to 
overcome collective action, trying to hear the voice of city 
inhabitants and to elaborate a solution. Evolving towards civic 
innovation and mutual learning hubs, CA seem to more explicitly work 
to incubate new public policies or services solutions which 
enable collective action. 
 
Designed to favor a larger democratic participation, CA can be used 
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to provide high quality information on EU policies, promote EU 
citizenship values by fuelling the debate on the EU urban agenda, 
collect and combine issues and requests, mobilize EU citizens.  

 
THE EUCANET PERSPECTIVE 
 

EUCANET aims to explore how CA can be tools to raise 
the standard of citizens’ inclusion, civic involvement, local 
communities empowerment, co-creation of urban commons, sharing 
theoretical, practical and operational knowledge, to offer the Pact of 
Amsterdam a contextual, locally based tool to implement the EU 
Urban Agenda. The advanced proposal is then to investigate how to 
nurture and better support dialogue, active citizenship, 
social inclusion, involvement and empowerment of 
communities in the implementation of the EU Urban 
Agenda by strengthening, tailoring and reframing the 
role already played by Cities and City Agencies.  
 
The initial perspective is to focus on space and its transformation 
processes, with the intention to exploit cityscape as a common feature 
of EU cities, part of their identity and character. To discuss the role 
spatial policies can have to enhance a more direct (operational and 
proactive) involvement of communities, EUCANET intends to study 
how, and at which measure, the public discourse on space (i.e. the 
use, government, transformation, management of lands and buildings 
in the city) can be instrumentally used as a “translational” device, a 
“trading zone” between different instances, issues, interests, 
languages, concepts and concerns, to enlarge and articulate the 
urban policy-making process in EU Cities.  
 
Besides this EUCANET overall strategy is to establish an effective 
methodology to connect local practices and EU Urban 
Agenda issues, taking advantage of the existing experiences in the 
field of participatory spatial policies. The main task in this sense is 
then to systematize, facilitate and strengthen a EU level network of 
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Cities and City Agencies, interested in establishing a conversation 
with local systems of stakeholders, citizens and organizations 
patronising the planning policies.  
 

WHAT IS THIS CALL FOCUSING ON 
 
Considering the framework offered by the Pact of Amsterdam, and 
aiming at exploring its potential and criticalities, this call for papers 
focuses on a number of main domains - often intertwined and 
correlated: 
 
1. EMERGING URBAN POLITICAL ENTITIES IN THE 
EUROPEAN CONTEXT. By reporting the state of the art of existing 
policies, practices and fore-front experiences, applicants are invited to 
reflect and discuss upon how urban issues are currently 
framed, practiced and implemented in EU Cities. 

 
? > Where is innovation taking place (in process, methods, products, 
etc.)? Who is shaping and promoting more effective urban policies (is it a 
“public authority”/institutional matter or are there other figures / 
organizations / hubs)? At which measure, through which bindings and 
connections, innovations taking place in EU cities relate to the more 
general assessment of urban matters framed by the European Community?  

 
2. THE PACT OF AMSTERDAM PERSPECTIVES. To achieve a 
better understanding of the mechanisms that rule the development and 
implementation of the Pact of Amsterdam as a working method, as a 
learning process and as a development strategy for EU Cities, 
applicants are invited to explore how (and how much) Cities 
currently access, shape and influence the EU political 
debate on urban matters.   

 
? >Which are the main criticalities currently limiting a more effective and 
fruitful dialogue between urban/metropolitan context and the EU level? 
Which potentialities could be exploited? Which vertical and horizontal 
connections and relationships could be activated or better exploited? 
Which tools and models (cognitive, organizational, financial, etc.) could 
be implemented?  
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3. CITY AGENCIES AND THE EU. By reporting the possible 
role(s) of Cities as collectors and activators of shared values, 
blending knowledge and resources, working as local hubs for 
horizontal, vertical and territorial integration of urban policies, 
applicants are invited to explore if (and at which 
conditions) City Agencies can be a valuable and 
transferable policy/tool to strengthen the position of 
Cities in the National and European political process.  
 

? >Can City Agencies aspire a broader role in tackling specifically social 
and economic justice issues (i.e. access to basic services, counteract 
phenomena of exclusion from the city, etc.) implying an enlargement in 
scope of urban policies? Which methods/practices/approaches are 
emerging in the EU Member States? Which kind of organizational 
schemes and models (governance, administrative, financial, operational, 
etc.) seem to be more effective/successful and more eager to be 
transferred?  
 

4. CITY AGENCIES & CITIES. Exploring the current (and 
varying) state of the art of City Agencies in EU Cities and 
Member States, applicants are invited to discuss the 
governance of urban agencies and the related 
organizational / operational / business models and 
how they relate to the missions CA establish for 
themselves.  
 

? > How the agencies position themselves and relate to local systems of 
stakeholders? which kind of stakeholders are (or could be) interested in 
establishing, sustaining and promoting the action of City Agencies? How 
can City Agencies shape and/or explicitly intend to influence the urban 
problem-setting, decision-making and policy-making processes? How is 
the relationship between the strategic objectives of the urban agencies 
and the related organizational / operational /business models framed? 
 

5. SKILLS, COMPETENCIES AND OPERATIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE. By reporting on valuable study cases, practices, 
pilot experiences and/or ongoing policies programmes and 
projects (whether they are directly implying a City Agency or 
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not), applicants are invited to reflect upon the skills, 
competencies, knowledge and learning needed to 
nurture, foster and activate innovation in the urban 
policy-making process.  
 

? > Which are the emerging methodologies, tools and techniques  to 
involve / enable / educate / empower the local system of stakeholders? 
How do they work (scale, kind of actors involved, kind of local resources 
involved)? Which (new) kind of knowledge and skills do they need and 
which kind of knowledge and skills do they generate?  

 
ABSTRACT SUBMISSION 
 

Abstracts will be between 250 and 400 words. Please send your 
abstract by 19n february 2018 to: 
 
Dr. Corrado Topi - University of York, UK:  
corrado.topi@york.ac.uk 
Dr. Chiara Lucchini  - Urban Center Metropolitano Torino, IT: 
chiara.lucchini@urbancenter.to.it   
EUCANET secretariat 
eucanet2017@gmail.com 
 
Should you have further questions, please contact the editors.  
 
ABSTRACTS STRUCTURE  
 
Aim: The author(s) should shortly explain the reason or motivation for 
taking up the research problem (why is the topic important?), and 
what is the objective or aim of the research. The aim should be clearly 
formulated, and be specific enough to be achieved within the range 
of the paper. 
 
Design / Research methods: The authors should clearly explain the 
way in which the aim or objective is achieved. The main research 
methods as well as the approach to the research should be provided 
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that enable effective dealing with the paper’s aim. 
 
Conclusions / findings: What are the main results of the research? 
The authors should refer to the analysis, discussion or results of the 
paper in order to show the main findings. 
 
Originality / value of the article: Within the context of the current 
state of the art in science, what is new or what is the scientific value 
added of the paper? For whom would the paper be of interest? 
 
Implications of the research (if applicable): How and to what extent 
can the results of the research be applied to practice? What are the 
consequences of application of the findings of the research to 
practice? 
 
Limitations of the research (if applicable): Does the research imply 
directions or suggestions for future research? What are the limitations 
of the research methods used? What are the limitations of the 
implications of the research findings. 
 
Keywords: Provide 5 keywords in alphabetical order. 
 
Author(s) contacts and affiliation: provide an e-mail reference and the 
affiliation of the author(s). 

 
PAPERS SELECTION AND PUBLISHING 
 
Selected papers will be reviewed (double round blind review) and 
published.  
 
Papers authors will be invited to present and discuss their 
contributions during EUCANET international conference 
“Citizenship and the spatial planning process” taking place 
in Torino from 5 to 6 december 2018.  
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

18 December 2017 Call for papers launch 

19 February 2018 at  08:00 pm Submission of paper abstracts 

12 March 2018 Acceptance of abstracts and invitation to 
submit a paper 

4 June 2018 at 08:00 pm Submission of papers for review 

1 August 2018 Feed-back on papers from peer reviewers 

1 October 2018 at 08:00 pm Submission of revised papers 

30 October Selection of papers to be presented in the 
final conference 

12  November 2018 Feed-back from second round of review 

5-6 december 2018 EUCANET final conference in Torino 

15 December 2019 Delivery of article final version 

 
 
 
 
 
 


